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FOREWORD

We are pleased to present the second annual report of Fekat Circus, which covers our activities in
2014 and 2015.
2014 and 2015 have been two magic years for our organisation.
In 2014 Fekat Circus celebrated its 10th anniversary. During this first decade all energies were
directed towards establishing our structure and programmes.

Talking numbers, 47 circus artists were trained in Fekat Circus and most of them found a job through the circus; over 30 000
children and youth were involved in Fekat Circus programmes, not counting the thousands of young patients reached through our
Smile’s Medicine project; and over 200 000 people turned up at Fekat’s performances, on the streets and in schools, theatres,
festivals and refugee camps.
Starting 2014, Fekat Circus shifted its focus towards the “outside”, looking for new linkages and inputs. As a result, many
exchanges took place with different and wonderful people who greatly enriched our organisation.
From the desire to draw attention to the circus arts in Africa and gather young African circuses who are struggling to create something in their own country, a new dream arose and was accomplished: organising the First African Circus Arts Festival.
The Festival took place in Addis Ababa in November 2015 thanks to the exceptional support of UNESCO (IFPC) and many
others. As Nelson Mandela said “It always seems impossible until it’s done”.
It has been a privilege for me to be part of this incredible project, and I wish everyone to find such a similar inspirational way to
fill their lives.
Dereje Dange Mulate
Fekat Circus President
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PROJECTS
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Community Circus School
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In 2014-2015, 574 free circus classes were given in the Fekat
Circus compound. The circus classes include juggling and
acrobatic exercises, balancing, aerials, and they always end with
funny group games. These classes are the only free recreational
opportunity available in the area.
Totally some 200 children and youth from the surrounding
community, aged 6-20 years, were enrolled.
The four young trainers who are in charge of the school are the
first generation of trainers emerging from our school. Two of them
themselves grew up in the Fekat Circus school.
The best trainees were given the opportunity to perform in the
monthly shows organised in our compound and which are free
of charge for the community. All trainees participated in the final
performances at the end of each year.
Over the two years we have observed our trainees to become
more self-assured, showing better communication with each other
and confidence to try new things. The circus classes also proved to
be a powerful way to promote new and closer relationships among
the trainees. As we know from experience, relationships may be as
useful as a well-loaded bank account.
The school has been run thanks to the support of Girotondo for
Africa. A lot of new and much needed circus equipment was
purchased with funds provided by the Diplomatic Spouses Group of
Ethiopia and the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation.
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The Smile’s Medicine
Throughout 2014-2015, the Smile’s Medicine staff offered two hours a day
of laughter, play and health education activities to the hospitalized children at
the Black Lion Hospital, the main governmental hospital in Ethiopia. It is estimated that all in all 75 000 children benefited of this programme each year.
To upgrade the skills of our staff, stimulate their creativity and provide them
with new tools, yearly workshops were organised with international trainers.
In 2014, a training was held on “Child entertainment – specialty recreation
and play in social and educational settings”, while in 2015 the workshop
focused on the use of puppetry as a tool for educational storytelling.
Our continuous work over the past 7 years brought about two important
achievements. In March 2014 the doors of the paediatric cancer ward
opened for our team. In May 2014 a Memorandum of Understanding was
signed with the hospital administration, attesting recognition by the hospital
management of the effectiveness of the Smile’s Medicine Project.
To share some of the joy and emotions we experience with the patients, the
families and the hospital staff, a documentary movie was produced by the
project coordinator in 2015, and made available on YouTube. The documentary also tells how the project was born, in the hope the story will inspire
others.
The project has been and continues to be funded by Fondazione Alta Mane
Italia and Fondation Alta Mane Geneva.
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More than Just a Circus
Thanks to the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation, we continued the recreational activities in different children’s
institutions.
Fekat animators organised group games, theatre, dance, handcraft and circus classes in two public orphanages, in the
Rehabilitation Institute for Juvenile Offenders, and with disabled children in the Madre Teresa centre.
The programme has been very successful. The children thirst for stimulations. The animators were able to build a trustful and
positive relationship with them. The programme involved 160 kids over the two years.
It is worth mentioning here that Fekat’s animators have done
an impressive work, considering the huge number of kids
they are working with and the high level of energy and need
for attention of these children. They have developed a good
programme that can involve most children and organise
them in a peaceful atmosphere, allowing them to express
themselves and discover their abilities.
The project came to an end in October 2015. At its
completion, a performance with some 40 girls and boys
from all the institutions was staged in the Fekat Circus
compound, together with a group of international artists.
This has undoubtedly been one of the most moving shows
offered to our audience.
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The Blooming Children
In 2014 Fekat animators ran a weekly recreational programme
for the more than 60 children of SOS Children Village, an
orphanage in the outskirts of Addis Ababa.
In order to further stimulate and motivate the young trainees,
we invited them to attend two Fekat Circus shows.
The project ended with a wonderful final performance at the
Alliance éthio-française, giving the children the opportunity to
gain in self-confidence and exhibit their talents to a wide
audience.
The project was funded by the French Embassy in Addis Ababa,
and ended in October 2014.
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SERVICES
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Circus performances
Over the two years, the Fekat Circus troupe performed 41 shows in the country. The performances involved 32 young artists and
an estimated 10 000 people appeared at the shows. The shows were performed both in our compound and in other venues, such
as private schools, hospitals, cultural venues, international hotels, the Millennium Hall.
The income from the 2014 performances represented only 23.5% of our annual income. This indicates how hard it is for circus to
survive in Ethiopia solely from its performances, and how much work still has to be done to develop a market for the circus arts in
the country.
The three main productions of our troupe over the last two years were The unexpectable show, The flying shadow and This is my
drum. The first two shows involved over 30 Fekat Circus young artists and trainees, and were created by Dereje Dagne and
Shimelis Getachew. The third one was a joint show with the Slum Drummers of Kenya and was created for a tour in Spain.
Another show was created upon the European Union Delegation’s request to mark 40 years of European Union-Ethiopia
development cooperation. It was performed in the Fekat Circus compound in the presence of the EU Delegation Ambassador.
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Circus classes
In January 2015 a new service was
launched to increase Fekat’s
self-sustainability. We began to run
paying circus classes twice a week in
our compound.
The activity was immediately
successful, with 25 children enrolled
within six months, and almost 40
within the first year. These classes are
mainly attended by the international
community.
In June 2015, before closure of the
classes for the rainy season, the
trainees staged a performance for their
families.
The classes opened again in
September, and to respond to the
increasing demand an additional
weekly session was introduced.
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Outreach trainings and workshops

Fekat Circus continued for the eighth
year to run circus trainings with former
street children in the Don Bosco Centre.
For these children circus training is an
excellent way to impart respect for rules.
Through practice they can see immediate
results of their efforts.
In 2015, we launched a new activity:
circus workshops in international schools
for both students and teachers.
This experience has been quite enriching
for our staff considering that for the first
time after taking part for seven years
in workshops, they themselves became
trainers. We can say they are among the
first in the country with this competence.
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Awareness-raising shows
In 2014 and 2015 the Fekat Circus team travelled to Gambela, on Ethiopia’s border with Sudan, to bring fun and raise awareness
in the refugee camps in the area.
Alternating theatrical and circus acts, the performances focused on the challenges faced by elderly people in the camps, and the
great value the latter represent for the community. The six performances were attended by thousands of people, and have been a
great experience for our artists, who discovered the realities in refugee camps.
The activity was funded by Help Age International.
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Birthday parties animation
Thirty-three birthday parties were animated around
town by our Sliding Monkey team over the 2014-2015
period.
The team is specialised in clowning acts and playing
with giant soap bubbles, shaped balloons and plenty of
funny games.
Fekat’s animators are very much appreciated for the
passion and energy they put in their work. We are
pleased to see how these birthday parties become a
special day for the children.
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EXTRA
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Capacity-building and cooperation
In addition to the annual Smile’s Medicine Project workshops, a clowning workshop was run by Avital and Shlomi with the support
of the Israel Embassy.
The skills of the Fekat Circus members were further upgraded thanks to teamwork with several extraordinary people who came and
stayed with us: Aynoha Sanchez, Carole Madella, Jacob Rossell, Magda Clan, Marina Brown and Maghi Amato. They accompanied
our staff in their daily work and made us realise that working together is very often the best way to learn. Besides their skills, they
brought motivation, commitment and energy, and helped to broaden our views. We thank them wholeheartedly for their dedication.
Over the last two winters Derege
Dagne, the president of Fekat Circus, collaborated with Circo Paniko, an Italian circus of high artistic
level. This has greatly
contributed to improving his artistic
direction and deepened his
attention towards the multiple
aspects that need to be taken care
of for the construction of a show,
such as costumes, light, music,
scenography. As a result, we
observe a real change in the
quality of our shows, as has also
been noted by our followers.
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Networking
Fekat Circus had the chance to participate in two international social circus meetings, one in Brussels organised by Caravan Circus
Network and one in Marrakesh organised by Cirque du Soleil.
Caravan is a network of European social circuses. They recently completed a research and developed a curriculum for social circus
trainers that was presented at the Brussel’s seminar. Meeting these social circuses confirmed what a special world the circus is,
made of persons who strive to enrich people’s lives with thrilling experiences.
In Marrakesh, Fekat Circus participated in the first
pan-African meeting of social circuses. Other African
circus teams participating in the meeting included
Sencirk (Senegal), Collectif Eclats de Lune (Morocco),
Zip Zap Circus School (South Africa), and Sarakasi
(Kenya). This meeting was the first step toward the
creation of an African circus network.
The second meeting among African social circuses
was organised by Fekat Circus. It took place in Addis
Ababa on the occasion of the first African Circus Arts
Festival (see p. 20) and was a further step towards
the creation of the African circus network.
These last two meetings have allowed us to share our
specifically African experiences and challenges, and
reflect on the identity of the African circus.
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Tour in Spain
The collaboration initiated in 2013 with the Slum Drummers
of Kenya continued in 2015, with a joint tour in Spain
organised by Creatividad Solidaria.
For this occasion, a new show was produced under the
artistic direction of Giovanni Locascio and Derege Dagne.
The show combined the energetic sounds of the Kenyan
drums with the beauty and grace of the Ethiopian juggling,
acrobatics and balancing acts.

Fourteen artists took part in the 4-month tour,
performing more than 50 shows in theatres, streets and
festivals, among which the famous Rototom Sunsplash.

www.creatividadsolidaria.es
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The First African Circus Arts Festival

ORGANISED BY FEKAT CIRCUS
NOVEMBER 27 - DECEMBER 2, 2015

ADDIS ABABA, ETHIOPIA
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In November 2015, Fekat Circus realised one of its major
dreams: organising a festival and gathering together young and
qualified African circus artists who are struggling to create
something in their own countries and who do not have much
opportunity to meet.
This was made possible thanks to the trust and support given by
UNESCO’s International Fund for the Promotion of Culture, the
Prince Claus Fund, Fondazione Alta Mane and a few others.
At first we couldn’t believe that a small organisation like Fekat Circus could obtain
funds from UNESCO, but the success of the Festival has shown how little ants can
build big mountains.
The Festival was a unique event because for the first time 107 African circus artists
met and performed on an African stage. Eight circuses with a capacity to draw the
community in their programmes had been selected: ActionArte (South Africa), L’Aléa
des possibles (Madagascar), Circus Zambia (Zambia), Debre Berhan Circus
(Ethiopia), Fekat Circus (Ethiopia), Red Tomato (Egypt), Sencirk (Senegal).
The Festival was attended by over 12 000 people from all social classes, from ambassadors to street children, over three days of performances in a public space in the
heart of the Ethiopian capital and no entrance fee attached. Addis Ababans were
fortunate to view an extraordinary programme that displayed the richness of the
African circuses today: highly skilled, with an incredible body awareness, creative
and diverse, with energetic and joyful music, colourful costumes, storytelling, but also
poetic and amazing, raising life issues and giving meaning.
Following the Festival, two days workshops and meetings were held to further
stimulate and promote exchanges among the artists and among the managers. Each
circus group had the possibility to run a workshop and attend the seven other different workshops that were run by the other teams on their own field of competence
(e.g. Malagasy traditional dance, pyramids, trust and teamwork, clowning, etc.).
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OUR SUPPORTERS
One main output of the circus managers’ meeting is the creation of the African
Circus Alliance, to which all the participating teams have adhered, and whose
main objective is to develop the circus sector in Africa.
The Festival was also conceived as a way to draw attention to the circus arts in
Africa and stimulate the development of a circus market within the continent. For
this purpose, a massive communication campaign was conducted before, during
and after the event.
Two promotional videos of the Festival and one for each participating circus team
were produced and distributed through YouTube and the Festival web site. We
hope this will also help the circus teams to boost their notoriety and create new
linkages and opportunities.
Thanks to this exceptional Festival we have learned that:
•
•

•
•

There are many wonderful people around the continent with dreams and
beliefs similar to ours.
Circus is a universal language that can bond people whatever their origin
and background. In fact, we didn’t expect to have such an immediate good
feeling and understanding among people from different countries who
didn’t know each other.
Such gatherings are the best way to make us and other circuses grow.
Circus has the power to create links among people and these human
relationships can be as powerful as a full bank account. The 51 volunteers
who provided their support for the Festival’s organisation have played an
essential role in the success of the Festival and we would never have been
able to pay them.

www.africancircusfestival.com

Fekat Circus is responsible for the choice and
the presentation of the facts and opinions in this
document, which are not necessarily those of
UNESCO and do not commit the Organization.
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FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT 2014
INCOME
BROUGHT FORWARD FROM 2013

Amount
in Euro*

EXPENDITURES

458,430.26

18,757.38

Personnel (Managerial & adminstrative)

144,286.95

5,903.72

Personnel (Implementing staffs)
		
Compound rent

832,990.66

34,083.09

150,000.00

6,137.48

Various circus equipments & costumes

422,897.87

17,303.51

Various material used to implement
recreational projects

202,185.90

8,272.74

Communication & promotion

50,473.05

2,065.18

Staff trainings & education

30,700.00

1,256.14

Miscellaneous expenses

82,413.05

3,372.06

1,915,947.45

78,393.92

265,187.90

10,850.57

DONATIONS
Fondation Alta Mane “The Smile’s Medicine”
701,997.55
		
Girotondo for Africa “Community Circus School” 206,819.70

28,723.30

Swiss Embassy “More than Just a Circus”

344,368.48

14,090.36

Diplomatic Spouses Group Ethiopia

67,000.00

2,741.41

Miscellaneous donations		

54,141.82

2,215.30

TOTAL 2014 DONATIONS

1,374,327.55

56,232.71

8,462.34

INCOME FROM INCOME-GENERATING ACTIVITIES (IGA)
Circus shows

104,736.99

4,285.47

Awareness-raising shows

99,600.00

4,075.29

Circus workshops (for NGOs, private schools)

81,501.49

3,334.76

Birthday party animation service

20,854.53

853.30

Other incomes (members contributions, etc.)

41,684.53

1,705.49

TOTAL 2014 INCOME FROM IGA

348,377.54

14,254.40

2,181,135.35

89,244.49

TOTAL 2014 FUNDS		

Amount
in Euro*

Amount
in ETB

TOTAL 2014 EXPENDITURES
		
FUND BALANCE AS AT DEC 31, 2014

Amount
in Birr

* According to Dec 31, 2014 exchange rate (1 Euro = 24,44 ETB)
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT 2015
INCOME
BROUGHT FORWARD FROM 2014

Amount
in ETB
265,187.90

Amount
in Euro*

EXPENDITURES

10,850.57

First African Circus Arts Festival

DONATIONS
First African Circus Arts Festival

2,921,263.13 126,675.20

681,399.24
Fondation Alta Mane “The Smile’s Medicine”
		
Girotondo for Africa “Community Circus School” 247,887.96

29,548.97

Miscellaneous donations		

1,043.75

45,26

TOTAL 2015 DONATIONS

3,851,461.17

167,019.13

10,749.69

INCOME FROM INCOME-GENERATING ACTIVITIES (IGA)
Tour in Spain

680,401.52

29,505.70

Awareness-raising shows

128,280.00

5,562.88

Paying circus classes in our compound

90,410.00

3,920.64

Circus shows

86,850.00

3,766.26

Circus workshops (for NGOs, private schools)

62,478.66

2,709.40

Birthday party animation service

28,500.00

1,235.91

Other incomes (members contributions, etc.)

26,304.25

1,140.69

TOTAL 2015 INCOME FROM IGA

1,103,224.43

47,841.48

TOTAL 2015 FUNDS

5,219,873.50

225,711.18

Amount
in Birr

Amount
in Euro*

2,855,727.05

123,838.99

Personnel (Managerial & adminstrative)

159,875.00

6,933.00

Personnel (Implementing staffs)
		
Compound rent

817,745.01

35,461.62

180,000.00

7,805.72

44,796.12

1,942.59

123,564.43

5,358.38

Communication & promotion

47,195.44

2,046.64

Staff trainings & education

26,105.53

1,132.07

Miscellaneous expenses

73,210.60

3,174.79

5,052,478.87

219,101.43

167,394.63

6,609.75

Various circus equipments & costumes
Various material used to implement
recreational projects

TOTAL 2015 EXPENDITURES
		
FUND BALANCE AS AT DEC 31, 2015

* According to Dec 31, 2015 exchange rate (1 Euro = 23.06 ETB)
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OUR WISHES...
We have more and more children and youth joining our programmes so that the
benefits of circus spread more and more widely.
We perform in places never before reached by circus, for people who never
saw a circus show in their life.
We have the possibility to travel and work with other amazing circuses
from different cultures around the world.
We either get land from the government or receive a substantial
donation to buy a compound so as to become totally independent
of international aid.
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
Fekat Circus would like to thank all those who have contributed to give life to its dreams over these past two years...

INDIVIDUALS
Alberto Giorni – Aliki Mesgana - Ana Villa Anna Dies - Avital Dvory - Ato Desta Aynoha Sanchez - Beatrice Braconnier Camille De Stoop - Camille Szklorz Carole Madella - Chiara Scaraggi - Elefterios
Kechagioglou - Emanuele Occhipinti Federico Guarino - Flavio Cortese - Francesca
Nazzaro - Francesca Stuer - Geo Kalev - Gil
Favreau - Guy Kaplan - Jacob Rossell Jean-Michel Le Dain - Karine Lavoie Katerina Flora - Kevin Johnson - Laura Danieli Leo Vinovezky – Lupo Bulgaro - Luigi Ceccon Maghi Amato - Marco Ronzio - Maria Villadoma - Marina Brown - Monica Manaker - Olga
Lucia Sorzano - Pasquale Ippolito - Patrick
Russo - Sasha Rubel - Shlomi - Simone Riccio
- Stephane Bolognini - Teresa Aleari - Teresa
Scassellati

ORGANISATIONS
Addis Ababa City Gouvernment Sport
Council - Alliance ethio- française - Circo
Paniko - Cirque du soleil - Diplomatic
Spouses Group Ethiopia – Ethiopian Airlines
- European Union Delegation to Ethiopia Fondation Alta Mane Geneva - Fondazione
Alta Mane Italia - Girotondo for Africa - Il
Circo Verde - Magda Clan - Ministry of
Culture and Tourism - Prince Claus Fund Swiss Agency for Development and
Cooperation - UNESCO (IFPC)

A special thanks also goes to each of the 107 artists who performed
at the First African Circus Arts Festival!!!
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Bringing the best out of you
That’s what circus is about!

0943 29 60 89
fekatcircus@gmail.com

www.fekatcircus.com

