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Fekat Circus, which means “blossoming circus”, was initiated in 2004 in 
Addis Ababa by a group of young artists for whom circus was the most 
important thing in their lives.

The soul of Fekat Circus is composed of two cores: 

• an artistic and professional core that builds the skills of aspiring      
Ethiopian circus artists and provides them with work opportunities 

• a social core that stimulates thousands of children living in challenging 
situations. 

Today, Fekat Circus is one of the most active circus organizations in 
Ethiopia. It involves thousand of youth and counts 26 permanent 
employees. 

FEKAT IN A SHOT  
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MENU  
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CIRCUS SCHOOL
OUTREACH WORKSHOPS

THE SMILE’S MEDICINE

EXCHANGE PROGRAMS 
NETWORKING 

AFRICAN CIRCUS ARTS FESTIVAL

CIRCUS PERFORMANCES 
AWARENESS-RAISING SHOWS
BIRTHDAY PARTIES ANIMATION

INVOLVE 

DISPLAY

CONNECT



CIRCUS SCHOOL    

INVOLVE  
Fekat Circus runs a community circus school in the heart of Addis Ababa. 

The school offers daily free classes to some 200 children and youth. 

Up to now, 47 circus artists have been trained and most of them found a job. 

Paying classes are also provided three times per week for children above 5.

The main disciplines taught are acrobatic, aerials, balancing, & juggling. 

www.fekatcircus.com
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OUTREACH

WORKSHOPS
Since 2008 Fekat circus provides circus trainings in insititutions for children, NGOs, 

and private schools.

The circus classes offer participants memorable experiences. 

Students learn to express themselves, to work in groups, and to 

respect rules. Through practice they can see immediate results of their efforts and 

experience success, resulting in increased confidence and self-esteem. 

INVOLVE  
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THE SMILE’S MEDICINE 

The Smile’s Medicine staff offers two hours a day of laughter and play in the 
main governmental hospital of the country.

The project started in 2009 and it is estimated that all in all 15,000 children 
benefit of this programme each year. 

A documentary movie presenting the project is available on YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5UjBRz84y48 

INVOLVE  
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The Fekat Circus performed more than 500 shows both in Ethiopia and abroad. 

Over 300 000 people turned up at Fekat’s performances in theatres, festivals, streets, 
and schools.

The high technical circus skills of Fekat’s artists always make the shows very 

engaging, well-paced and full of energy and joy.

Three of the past most successful productions are presented in the next page.

DISPLAY  

PERFORMANCES 



THIS IS MY DRUM  
(2013 - 2015)  

Directed by Giovanni Locascio 
and Dereje Dange. 

With 9 performing artists and 5 
musicians. 

QUEEN MAKEDA
(2010 - 2012) 
 
Directed by Dereje Dange. 

With 5 performing artists 
and 3 musicians. 
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THE ORIGIN  
(2015)  
 
Directed by Dereje Dange and 
Shemelis Getachew.

With 22 performing artists and 5 
musicians. 

First creation of Fekat 
Circus based on the legendary 
Abyssinian queen, Makeda. 
The story is interspersed with 
virtuoso juggler, acrobat and 
contortionist circus acts, as 
well as with dances and live 
music from Ethiopia. 

The show highlights the 
Ethiopian pride for its history 
and tradition and has success-
fully been on tour for three con-
secutive years in Italy (Nomad 
Adventure). 

Fekat Circus featuring Slum 
Drummers from Nairobi.
When Ethiopian acrobats meet 
Kenyan musicians, love begins 
to flow, giving rise to a vibrant 
multi-cultural show, full of 
passion and stunning rhythms, 
using the unique recycled and 
self-made instruments of the 
Slum Drummers.

In 2015, the show tours for 
four months in Spain 
(Creatividad Solidaria). 

Designed for the first African 
Circus Arts Festival, The Origin 
tackles the struggle and the 
infinite symbiosis between man 
and nature. 

A man alone in a desert sadly 
remembers how many trees 
and animals used to live in the 
area. While people continue 
to destroy the earth, he fights 
and finally succeed to make 
the new generation to recover 
and protect the nature. 
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DISPLAY  

AWARENESS-RAISING SHOWS 

Fekat Circus conducts awareness-raising campaign throughout Ethiopia. 

The performances alternate circus with theatrical acts. 

Past shows focused on HIV and tuberculosis, early marriage, domestic violence, girls’ 
school enrolment, and challenges faced by elderly people. They were staged in rural 
and urban settings, market places, central squares, schools and refugee camps.
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BIRTHDAY PARTIES
ANIMATION 

The Fekat Circus’ Sliding 
Monkey team offers a joyful 
animation program that includes 
clowning, acrobatics, juggling, 
giant soap bubbles, shaped 
balloons and plenty of funny 
games.

The animators are very much 
appreciated for the passion and 
energy they put in their work. 

The program provides kids’ 
birthday parties and other 
private parties/events with a 
magic atmosphere that guests 
do not easily forget. 

DISPLAY  
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CONNECT  
EXCHANGE PROGRAMS 

Fekat Circus considers exchanges to be the most powerful way to enrich 
people and stimulate personal growth.

Circus artists from all over the world come regularly in Fekat to learn, share and 

approach an outstanding circus culture in an African country.

The most successful exchange programme was with the Slum Drummers from Kenya 
and resulted in a joint production that toured in Europe in 2015.
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CONNECT  

NETWORKING
Meeting other social circuses is another matter Fekat Circus cares about 
because it inspires, encourages, and helps to understand how to overcome 
common challenges.

The first meeting among African social circuses was organized by Cirque du Soleil in 
Marrakech in 2015. Fekat Circus organized the second one in Addis Ababa and will 
again organize the next one in February-March 2018.
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CONNECT  

AFRICAN CIRCUS ARTS FESTIVAL
In November 2015, Fekat Circus realised one of its major dreams: gathering together 

107 young African circus artists on an African stage.

The Festival was conceived as a way to draw attention to the circus arts in Africa and 
stimulate the development of a circus market within the continent.
 The Festival was attended by12 000 people from all 
social classes, from ambassadors to street children. 

This was made possible thanks to UNESCO’s 
International Fund for the Promotion of Culture, the Prince 
Claus Fund, Alta Mane Foundation and a few others.

More info available on www.africancircusfestival.com



THE DIRECTOR 
Dereje has been practicing circus arts since his childhood. 
From the beginning, he was determined to found his own 
circus, which he achieved in 2004 when he was only 18. 

Beside directing Fekat Circus troupe, he is a performing artist. 
He is one of the few world jugglers who can play with seven 
hats simultaneously. 

Dereje performed worldwide. However, his African roots 
always bring him back home. His dream is to further develop 
circus in Africa. 

CONTACT

Dereje Dange Mulate  

(+251) 0943 29 60 89
fekatcircus@gmail.com 
www.fekatcircus.com


